
 1 
 

 
University of Victoria 

Department of Geography 
 

Regional Studies: The Caribbean 
GEOG 388, A02 

Spring 2018 
 

 
 
Instructor: Dr. CindyAnn Rose-Redwood 
Office: David Turpin Building, Room B206 
Phone: 250-853-3274 
Fax: 250-721-6216 
Email: cindyann@uvic.ca 
Class Location: Clearihue Building, Room A308 
Class Time: Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Fridays, 9:30am-10:20am 
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 10:30am-11:20am 

 
 
Course Description 
The Caribbean is a diverse region with a long colonial history of slavery, sugar 
plantations, and economic exploitation. The aim of this course is to introduce students 
to the social, cultural, political, economic, and environmental geographies of the 
Caribbean region. Throughout the semester, we will explore the Caribbean by studying 
topics such as carnival, gender roles, folklore, the coral reefs, and the impact of natural 
disasters in the region. In the course, we shall examine this region from a historical and 
contemporary standpoint in order to understand the legacy of colonialism and the role it 
plays in shaping the lives of Caribbean islanders today. 
 
Course Objective 

• Introduce students to the physical, cultural, social, economic, and political 
geographies of the Caribbean. 

• Introduce students to themes that highlight the diversity of the Caribbean region. 
• Examine various case studies, which will allow us to gain a better understanding 

of the region as a whole.  
• Explore concepts, ideas, and processes that make the Caribbean distinct from 

other regions of the world. 
• Develop an understanding of the similarities and differences across the various 

countries that compose this region.  
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Learning Outcomes 
• Ability to identify the distinct physical, cultural, social, economic, and political 

geographies of the Caribbean. 
• Describe themes and patterns that make the Caribbean similar to and different 

from other regions of the world. 
• Utilize concepts, ideas, and themes that characterize the uniqueness of the 

region. 
• Develop critical thinking skills in terms of understanding how the Caribbean 

region functions within the global economy. 
• Develop an appreciation and cultural awareness of the diversity of the peoples 

that make up the Caribbean region. 
 
Required Course Text and Readings 

• Scher, Philip. (2010). 
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Details About Assignments: 
I. Attendance (10%): 
Attendance will be taken each day class meets. It is your responsibility to find the 
attendance sheet circulated during each class meeting and make sure you sign it. 
Prompt attendance is a professional responsibility and courtesy (see Academic 
Regulations in the UVic calendar).  
 
II. Midterm Exam (20%) and Final Exam (35%)  
There will be two exams over the course of the semester (see schedule below for 
dates). The exams will consist of short-answer essay questions, and they will cover 
material from the lectures, readings, and films. The midterm exam will only include 
material covered from the beginning to the middle of the semester. However, there will 
also be a cumulative final exam at the end of the semester. For the final exam, you will 
be responsible for all material covered in the course from the beginning of the semester 
to the end. The final exam date/time/location will be announced during the semester. All 
class lectures will be posted by midnight the night before each class meeting on the 
UVic CourseSpaces website (http://coursespaces.uvic.ca). The lectures posted on 
CourseSpaces do not include everything. You are expected to attend lectures and take 
notes because some information (concepts, ideas, themes) will be discussed in the 
class that may not be on the lecture slides. It is important to take notes in order to 
engage with the content presented in the course. Taking notes is a really important 
learning tool for studying as well. I highly recommend taking notes, and I also 
recommend coming to see me during office hours if you want to discuss any aspect of 
the course content even further to improve your learning. I am always here to assist in 
your learning of the course material. 
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and external sources as you write the paper. Please do not use Wikipedia as a 
source (points will be deducted for this citation, as it is not a scholarly reference). 

• 
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